
HINSDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
100 S. Garfield                     Hinsdale, IL 60521   

                                          
Dear Seventh Grade Parent, 

 

The seventh grade has planned four field trips for the 2018-2019 school year.  These 

curriculum-related field trips are planned so that students gain insight and understanding 

of the concepts being taught in the classroom.  We believe that our students benefit from 

the experiences outside the classroom, and we want to provide students with 

opportunities to grow culturally as well as academically. 

 

Because we want you to be well-informed of the curricular relevance of the field trips, we 

are providing you with some of the benefits of each trip.  We appreciate your support of 

HMS.  Please feel free to call any of your child’s teachers with questions. 

 

As a convenience to you, we have included a blanket permission form at the bottom of 

this page.  You may sign once, giving your child permission to attend all of the planned 

seventh grade field trips. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

7th grade faculty 

 

(cut on dotted line and return bottom portion) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name of Child: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Trip 

Irons Oaks 

Shakespeare Theater 

Great America 

Springfield 

 

In addition to the above field trips, I give permission for my child to walk into downtown 

Hinsdale with his/her advisor for special occasions such as advisory lunches or breakfast. 

 

My child has permission to attend the field trips listed above. 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
                                 (signature of parent/guardian) 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

                                 (emergency phone number) 

 

Seventh Grade Field Trips 

2018-2019 



HINSDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
100 S. Garfield                     Hinsdale, IL 60521   

                                          
 

 

 

 

Irons Oaks 

 

Irons Oaks is an outdoor classroom located in Homewood.  Students learn how to work 

constructively as a team.  The students are separated into small groups where they are given 

opportunity to work on problems in a safe environment.  Each team works through a series of 

obstacles that are presented as a problem solving exercise.  The group uses problem-solving skills 

to promote communication, cooperation, leadership, and team building. 

 

 

Shakespeare Theater 

 

Seventh grade undergoes an in-depth study of the European Renaissance period, which includes 

research in Renaissance art, dress, inventions, explorers, politics, and literature.  This study will 

include a trip to the Shakespeare Theater where they will experience the language, culture, 

politics and values of Renaissance Italy.  An instructional program and question and answer 

period will follow the performance. 

 

 

Science 

 

The trip to Great America incorporates a strong educational format in a recreational atmosphere.  

Using specially prepared educational materials; our students will spend several weeks prior to the 

field trip working with concepts that govern the physics of an amusement park.   

 

Our students will join students from all over the Chicago area to view and experience some very 

practical outcomes of applying the laws of physics correctly.  The exploration will involve 

potential energy, kinetic energy, velocity, and acceleration.  Predictions will be made, and then 

first hand evidence will be gathered and analyzed as the students twist, turn, climb slowly, then 

plummet safely on the various attractions.  The trip will have extend hours from 8:30 AM-7:30 

PM.  Students should bring either a sack lunch or money to purchase food at the park. 

 

 

Springfield, Illinois 

 

The seventh grade social studies curriculum begins with the Renaissance and World Exploration 

and ends with the Civil War and Reconstruction. Most of the year is spent studying our nation’s 
early, formative years as well as studying our constitution. In connection to these studies, a one 

day trip to Springfield, Illinois is planned for the seventh graders. They will see the state capitol, 

the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and other related sites. The details of the day will be 

sent home later in the year. The students would need to eat breakfast before hand and bring a 

snack and a sack lunch. A buffet dinner is included in the cost of the trip. This is an extended day 

trip. We would depart by coach bus about 6:15 AM and return about 9:00 PM. 
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