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HEALTH & SAFETY
As the year progresses, we will continue to monitor guidance from the state and our
community health indicators and adjust our safety protocols as appropriate.

FACE COVERINGS

SOCIAL DISTANCING

HAND WASHING &

REQUIRED INSIDE PER

3 FEET IN CLASSROOMS &

USE OF HAND

STATE MANDATE

6 FEET IN LUNCHROOMS

SANITIZER

BASIC OVERVIEW
Face coverings are required at all times inside schools per the state mandate.
Desks will be 3 feet apart in classrooms and students will be 6 feet apart in
lunchrooms.
Students should be symptom-free before coming to school. Symptoms to monitor
include: Fever (100.4 or higher), new onset of moderate to severe headache,
shortness of breath, new cough, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, a new loss of sense
of taste or smell, fatigue from an unknown cause, and muscle or body aches from an
unknown cause. Temperature checks are no longer required.
Visitors are limited to a maximum of 10 individuals to each building, per principal
review and approval. Visitors must wear masks and adhere to safety protocols.
The District will continue to implement its FAMP to manage allergies in schools.
Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom and hallway.
Buildings will be sanitized daily.
All classrooms have HEPA air purifiers.
All schools have operable windows.

SCHOOL DISTRICT 181

PAGE | 3

ISOLATION & QUARANTINE GUIDELINES
Positive Cases (Isolation)
Confirmed positive COVID-19 cases are required to isolate for 10 days.
What if I received a negative rapid test and a positive PCR test (or vice versa)?
Once a positive test result is received, an individual must follow the isolation guidelines.
Close Contacts (Quarantine)
Close Contacts who are unvaccinated are required to quarantine for 10 days.
Close Contacts who are asymptomatic and fully vaccinated or have a documented COVID19 infection in the last 90 days: No quarantine required. Testing is recommended on days 57. As long as the person remains asymptomatic, they can continue with normal activities but
should wear a mask at all times. If a vaccinated person becomes symptomatic, they should
remain at home until symptoms resolve.
Definition of a Close Contact
Individuals may be identified as a close contact if for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over
a 24-hour period they were...
Within 3 feet of a positive case in the classroom setting (student to student)
Within 6 feet of a positive case in all other indoor settings (students and staff)
Individuals who are solely exposed to a confirmed case while outdoors should not be considered
close contacts.
When Household Members Test Positive
The above Close Contact guidelines apply when a member of the household tests positive. If
the parent is not able to isolate from their unvaccinated children, the unvaccinated children remain
in quarantine for an additional 10 days after their parents finish their isolation period.
When does quarantine begin?
Day 0 is either the day symptoms started, the day the positive test was taken, or the date of the last
contact with a positive person.
NeatBar Instruction
The week of Jan. 3, NeatBar instruction may be limited due to an increased number of substitutes
and/or absent students. If NeatBar instruction is unavailable, the teacher will work with the parent
to send work home. We encourage students to focus on their well-being and engage in their
schoolwork only when they feel well enough.
Physical distancing and universal masking are expected under these guidelines.
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REPORTING ABSENCES
If your child will be absent from school for any reason, please complete the D181 absence form
for your school, accessible on the D181 website. There are separate forms for illness and nonillness-related absences. If you have questions, please call your school and a staff member will walk
you through the form.

REPORTING OF POSITIVE CASES
The District will continue to report positive COVID-19 cases among students and staff to
staff, families, and the community by email and on the D181 website.
When a positive case is identified, the District will send a notification (in the following order)
to:
Individuals identified as close contacts to the positive case
The District Administrative Team
Staff and families at the building of the positive case
All cases will also be posted publicly on the District's 2021-22 school year webpage, daily on
student attendance days by 4 p.m.
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SCHEDULES
Students will attend school 5 days per week on traditional (pre-COVID) start and end times.
Preschool and Kindergarten students will continue to be half-day.

CURRICULUM
We will not be abbreviating or prioritizing standards differently than what is planned in our gradelevel and content-specific pacing guides.
Content committees will resume a regular schedule of meetings.
The math pilot (paused during 2020-21) will be fully implemented during the 2021-22 school
year. Resources will be piloted at the elementary and middle school levels.

ASSESSMENTS
All local and state assessments will be administered in-person during the windows listed on
the approved 2021-22 assessment calendar.
All District unit and District common assessments will be administered per grade and contentappropriate D181 pacing guides.
All District common assessments will be administered in Mastery Manager for in-person
students. Mastery Manager offers both paper and online administration opportunities. Either
administration model is appropriate for in-person students/administrations.
Parents will receive communication about student results on assessments via an email from
Exam Login (Mastery Manager), a cover sheet, state-created family reports (IAR, ISA, DLM), or
through District printing of reports (NWEA). Results from local and state assessments will also be
added to Skyward under the "test scores" section.
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LIVE STREAMING EXPECTATIONS
Live-streamed instruction may NOT be recorded (video, screenshots, pictures, etc.) and/or
manipulated by parents/guardians or students.
Students are asked to create a dedicated space for learning. It is extremely important
for students engaged in the remote learning setting to have a specific location in the home
that is designated as their “home classroom.”
The “home classroom” should be located in a place to avoid any distractions or
household background noise.
Cameras should be on unless the teacher explicitly states they may be off.
Students should have access to a desk/table, chair, an outlet to plug in the student device,
reliable internet access, and various student supplies.
Educators may be permitted to record live-streamed instruction in certain
circumstances, as desired.

GRADING & FEEDBACK
D181 grading practices will be fully implemented.
Report cards will be issued at the trimester/quarter for all students in Preschool-grade 8.
Results from local and state assessments will also be added to Skyward under the "test
scores" section.
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SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Students in grades 1-8 will be provided a Big Life Journal. Each week, students will have
the opportunity to read passages in the journal, write in the journal, reflect on their writing,
and share with their teachers/classmates.
An Advisory Committee met during the summer of 2021 to plan the use of Big Life journals
in middle school advisory while also identifying connections between our current
curriculum and the journals.
Teachers will be provided a set of SEL conversation-starters to engage students in reflection,
practice, and conversation related to social-emotional learning.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Teacher-run before and after school activities and activities run by external parties will be
available with safety protocols in place per principal review and approval.
Off-campus field trips and off-campus extracurricular activities may be available with
safety protocols in place, pending principal approval.

SPORTS & MUSIC
All sports will be offered to students this year with appropriate safety protocols in place,
and in accordance with Executive Order 2021-22, which requires statewide universal indoor
masking in schools. The CDC and IDPH recommend routine COVID-19 screening testing for
individuals involved with youth sports.
For music and choir, we will limit the number of students in a room based on the ability to
maintain physical distance. Rehearsals should be limited to 50 minutes of playing, singing, or
dancing. Masks and bell covers are required indoors. Outdoor practices will be encouraged
when possible. After school performances may resume with safety protocols in place.
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CHILD CARE
We are collaborating with The Community House to offer child care options to families
that is fully compliant with all D181 health and safety procedures.

TRANSPORTATION
Due to the nationwide bus driver shortage, we have limited the number of students per
route and will continue to monitor ridership with the goal of fewer than 60 students per 72passenger bus. Social distancing measures are in place to the greatest extent possible.
Buses will be sanitized on a daily basis.
Masks will be worn on buses and seats will be assigned.

ADDITIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION
No large group assemblies will take place indoors without the appropriate social
distancing measures in place.
Surveillance Testing will be available to staff and students who request it. More
information is available on our 2021-22 school year webpage.
Playgrounds and Bike Racks will be available to students.
Students and staff do not need to wear masks when outdoors (e.g., participating in outdoor
play, recess, and physical education activities)
Staff and students who are not fully vaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask in crowded
outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with other
people who are not fully vaccinated in substantial or high transmission.
Lockers and cubbies will be available and optional for student use. Backpacks may be kept with
students throughout the day.
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COVID-19 VACCINATION
Vaccination is currently the leading public
health prevention strategy to end the
COVID-19 pandemic. People who are fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 are at low risk
of symptomatic or severe infection.
A growing body of evidence suggests that people who are fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 are less likely to have an asymptomatic infection or transmit COVID-19 to
others than people who are not fully vaccinated. In most settings, people who are fully
vaccinated can safely resume activities they did before the pandemic, except where
prevention measures are required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws,
rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace guidance.
Resources:
IDPH Vaccination information
Vaccines.gov is the quickest way to find a vaccine provider and schedule an
appointment. You can find providers that offer the vaccine you want.
DuPage County Health Department: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19vaccineclinic
If you or someone you know needs assistance scheduling a vaccine
appointment, call the toll-free IDPH hotline at (833) 621-1284.

