
Q :  HOW  WILL  SAFETY  ROUTINES  BE  ESTABLISHED  AND  MONITORED  AT

THE  START  OF  THE  SCHOOL  IF  I  SELECT  IN-PERSON  INSTRUCTION  FOR

MY  CHILD?

Students will be taught good hygiene and safety procedures through classroom

instruction and the use of instructional videos and materials that will be common

throughout the District. These procedures will be practiced and reinforced regularly.

Signage and floor markings will be used to remind students of proper

handwashing, social distancing, and traffic flows that maximize distancing and

safety.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q :  WHY  WAS  THE  SCHOOL  UNABLE  TO  OFFER  A  HYBRID  OPTION  IN

ADDITION  TO  IN-PERSON  AND  PARALLEL  REMOTE  LEARNING?

According to the ISBE/IDPH joint guidance, American Academy of Pediatrics, and

the CDC, “In-person instruction is strongly encouraged in Phase 4.” Districts are

specifically to prioritize in person learning for students under the age of 13. 

Therefore, in an effort to give parents multiple choices, we did explore the possibility

of offering all three options, but for staffing, building space, and logistical reasons, it

is not feasible to offer both a hybrid option and a full-day in-person option. We

understand that the ISBE and IDPH guidance can change at any time and we’ll be

fully prepared to comply with new regulations.

GENERAL

PARALLEL REMOTE LEARNING

Q :  HOW  DOES  PARALLEL  REMOTE  LEARNING  DIFFER  FROM  THE  SPRING

2020  ELEARNING/REMOTE  LEARNING?

During the spring of 2020, our eLearning and remote learning plans were directed

by guidance provided by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). Governor

Pritzker had declared a State of Emergency, which impacted the ISBE’s guidance to

school districts. This fall, Illinois is no longer in a State of Emergency, which allows

the ISBE to provide different guidance to school districts. As such, the D181 Parallel

Remote Learning Plan will require students to engage in at least 5 hours per day of

instruction for all 1st-8th grade students. Since our Preschool and Kindergarten

programs are half-day, kindergarten students will be provided with 2 hours and 15

minutes of daily instruction and preschool students will be provided with 2 hours of

daily instruction. In the parallel remote model, minutes have been dedicated to

synchronous and asynchronous instruction specific to each grade level and

considered developmentally appropriate.
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Q :  HOW  WILL  YOU  HANDLE  MATH  PLACEMENT?

Placement letters for 3rd - 8th grade students were sent to families at the end of

May. Math Bridge assessments occurred on July 1 and July 8. At this time, student

placement for all continuing D181 students has been finalized. Students new to D181

will be assessed for placement using our normal procedures. All math levels will be

taught in parallel remote learning.  In parallel remote learning, students will be

grouped for math according to their placement and content.  Some sections will be

multi-age.  For example, 3rd grade accelerated and 4th grade advanced

course/content is 4/5CC so these students may be instructed remotely at the same

time and within the same class session.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q :  MY  CHILD  DOES  NOT  HAVE  A  MEDICAL  CONDITION ,  BUT  I  WOULD

LIKE  TO  CHOOSE  THE  PARALLEL  REMOTE  LEARNING  OPTION .    WILL  I  BE

ABLE  TO  SELECT  THAT  OPTION  IF  I  FEEL  THAT  THIS  IS  THE  BEST  OPTION

FOR  MY  FAMILY?

It is our desire and intention to provide a parallel remote learning option to all

families who prefer it. There are logistical challenges in doing so, but we are

collaborating with our teacher and support staff unions to achieve as much

flexibility as possible in the use of our staff.  We will have a definitive answer on how

many students we can accommodate for parallel remote learning after parents

make their final commitment for which model they prefer for the fall.

PARALELL REMOTE LEARNING (CONT.)

IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION

Q :  WHAT  CAN  I  EXPECT  IN  TERMS  OF  CLASS  SIZES  AND  SOCIAL

DISTANCING  IN  THE  CLASSROOM?

We are taking measures to maximize social distancing in the classrooms such as

removing unnecessary furniture and including visual reminders. We have worked

with our architects to determine the amount of social distancing each classroom

will be able to achieve based on the size of the room and the number of students

selecting in-person instruction. 

Based on the preliminary data collected from parents, we will be able to provide 4-6

feet of distance between students at every level. We will share more detailed

information once we've solidified class rosters.
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Q :  WHAT  CAN  WE  EXPECT  IN  TERMS  OF  COMMUNICATION  IF  THE

SCHOOL  HAS  A  POSITIVE  CASE  OF  COVID-19?

If there is a positive case of COVID-19 in the school, parents will be notified if their

child was in close contact with the individual who tested positive. Anyone who had

close contact with the individual who tested positive and the individual will be

required to quarantine for 14 days.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION (CONT.)

Q :  WHAT  WILL  BE  THE  RETURN-TO-SCHOOL  PROCESS  FOLLOWING  A

COVID-19  RELATED  ABSENCE?
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Q :  HOW  WILL  LUNCH  BE  HANDLED  AT  THE  ELEMENTARY  AND  MIDDLE

SCHOOLS?

During the two-week transition period, students will attend for a half-day and will

not eat lunch in the schools. For families choosing in-person instruction and for

whom eating lunch at home is not selected: Principals at each building have

identified locations within the school where students can safely eat lunch in groups

of 50 or fewer. Students will be assigned a lunch location to minimize contact with

students outside of their grade level.  Seats will be placed six feet apart from one

another in lunch locations.

Q :  HOW  WILL  BAND ,  ORCHESTRA ,  AND  CHORUS  BE  OFFERED?

Band and Chorus will be encouraged to utilize outdoor spaces whenever possible

and appropriate. The District has purchased tents for every school to encourage

Band and Chorus Teachers to take their class outside.  Further, band, orchestra, and

chorus will be scheduled into smaller instrumental/vocal sections as needed.  Music

teachers will modify their curriculum to ensure that safety guidelines are followed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION (CONT.)

Q :  WHAT  WILL  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  SERVICES  LOOK  LIKE?

Services for students receiving special education will be provided either in-person,

remote, or blended remote (combination of in-person and remote) based on

individual student needs.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Q :  WHAT  WILL  A  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  STUDENT ’S  DAY  INCLUDE?

During any period of blended remote instruction or full-time remote instruction,

your student will receive services and support tailored to your student’s

individualized educational needs. The District general education staff and IEP teams

have collaborated to make good faith efforts to determine what individual supports

may be necessary to address students’ needs during any periods of blended or full-

time remote instruction. In addition, in planning for the delivery of special

education and related services to students with disabilities remotely, your student’s

special education providers have carefully considered your student’s individual

needs and current circumstances, including your student’s goals, supports, and

services in determining the appropriate support and services to be provided to your

student during periods of blended or full-time remote instruction. To that end, your

student will receive appropriate special education and related services,

accommodations, modifications, and support as necessary to provide your student

with a free appropriate public education during any period of blended or full-time

remote instruction.
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Q :  HOW  WILL  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  AND  RELATED  SERVICES  BE

PROVIDED  IF  THE  DISTRICT  IS  REQUIRED  TO  RETURN  TO  FULL  REMOTE

LEARNING?

If Districts are closed due to a State order, required classroom quarantine, or other

reasons, students will be provided the services indicated on their Individual Remote

Learning Plan. These plans are revised for the 2020/2021 school year and reflect the

additional expectations for increased learning opportunities and to continue to

provide a free, appropriate, public education.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

SPECIAL EDUCATION (CONT.)
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Q :  ARE  SERVICES  PROVIDED  THROUGH  VIRTUAL  PLATFORMS

CONFIDENTIAL?

School staff will communicate with you as to when videoconferencing, live

streaming and recorded lessons will be available for your student – either for

individual or group instruction. On your end, if your student is participating in a

group instructional or related service session as part of remote instruction, we ask

that you ensure that your student is in a quiet, school-work designated space and/or

using headphones and that your student’s device is non-public facing. We are

asking students and parents to maintain information learned about other students

in a confidential manner, just as we would expect for our students who participate

in group sessions and classes while attending in-person instruction. This request

applies to maintaining information related to student participation in livestream

class lessons and prerecorded class lessons in a confidential manner. No video

conferencing session, or livestreaming or prerecorded lesson may be recorded or

redistributed by students or parents in any manner.

Q :  HOW  WILL  STUDENT  SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL  NEEDS  BE  ADDRESSED?

Synchronous and asynchronous activities will be developed by Social Workers and

psychologists. Some resources will also be available on the D181 website for parents,

students, and staff to access outside of school hours.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS



Q :  IF  MY  STUDENT  NEEDS  INDIVIDUAL  ASSESSMENT  FOR  ELIGIBILITY ,

BUT  THEY  ARE  REMOTE ,  HOW  WILL  THIS  BE  DONE?

Parents may be asked to schedule an appointment to have the testing completed.

Sessions will be held in a room with the assessment administrator that has been

sanitized. Students may bring their own materials (pencils, headphones, etc.) or new

or sanitized supplies will be provided. Parents will need to wait in their vehicle or

will be provided a pick-up time as needed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS (CONT.)
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Q :  HOW  WILL  THE  DISTRICT  SUPPORT  TEACHERS/STAFF  DURING  THIS

TIME?

Teachers will continue to be provided with opportunities for ongoing Professional

Development and ongoing social-emotional support.  In the spring of 2020, all staff

received professional development opportunities in using various digital

applications.  Over the summer, multiple teachers have received additional training

to enhance our ability to support teachers if remote learning is mandated this year.

During the August professional development days, time will be devoted to training

all staff using our common digital platforms that will be utilized for remote learning.

Q :  IF  I  AM  A  PRESCHOOL  PARENT  AND  I  PAY  TUITION ,  WILL  MY

STUDENT  HAVE  A  SPOT  SECURED  FOR  THE  YEAR?

Parents will have to commit to a semester or full-year of instruction (remote or in-

person) and pay the tuition. If a parent only pays for a semester, a student will have

a reserved spot for the semester. If a parent has paid tuition for a full year, the

student will be secured a spot for the full year.

Q :  WHAT  MEDICAL  EXPERTS  HELPED  TO  DEVELOP  THE  PLAN?

The framework is strictly based on the ISBE and IDPH guidance. We have shared our

framework with the DuPage County Health Department.and our legal department

to assure adherence to the health guidelines.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS (CONT.)
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Q :  WHAT  PROCEDURES  ARE  BEING  FOLLOWED  TO  CLEAN  AND

SANITIZE  THE  SCHOOLS  PRIOR  TO  AND  DURING  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR?

We have enhanced our cleaning procedures to meet or exceed CDC and IDPH

guidelines. Products used are Environmental Protection Agency approved

disinfectants for use against coronavirus.  

Sanitation, hygiene, and PPE supplies are available for employee and student

access. 

All custodial/maintenance staff will be trained on the return-to-school guidelines,

where applicable. These procedures will include extra sanitation efforts using

certified EPA products in both low/high contact areas.

Building custodians will conduct cleaning and disinfection throughout the day. An

EPA approved cleaner will be used for disinfection along with our standard cleaning

protocols. All frequently touched surfaces (e.g., door handles/knobs,

desktops/tabletops, countertops, light switches, phones, cubbies/coat and backpack

areas, sinks, and faucets) will be cleaned regularly throughout each day. 

Restrooms, hallways, cafeterias, and high touch common areas will be cleaned

throughout the day. Soft surfaces such as carpets and rugs will be cleaned daily.

Items such as cloth toys or other cloth material items that cannot be disinfected

will be eliminated. 

Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms, offices, entrances, bathrooms,

hallways and lunch areas.

Q :  HOW  IS  THE  DISTRICT  IMPROVING  THE  OPERATION  OF  THE  HEATING

AND  COOLING  SYSTEMS  IN  THE  SCHOOLS?

The building controls system is being modified to optimize the system’s potential

for increased outside fresh airflow. The more outside air that is brought into the

facility, the less recirculation air there is, and the better the interior environment will

be to limit the spread of the pathogens. Condenser coils are all currently being

cleaned and filters are being changed and upgraded to capture smaller airborne

particles. This work will be completed before students and staff arrive in the

buildings. Filters will be changed on a more frequent basis throughout the rest of

the school year. The District will be following all the recommendations from ISBE

and ASHRAE that our current mechanicals will allow, as we move into the school

year. Our mechanical engineers have reviewed this plan and provided these

recommendations.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS (CONT.)
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Q :  AT  WHAT  BOARD  MEETING  WILL  THE  PLAN  BE  PRESENTED?

While the Board of Education has been kept abreast of the reopening process and

information, the framework details and updates will be shared at the Special Board

Meeting on Thursday, July 30.

Q :  HOW  WAS  THE  FRAMEWORK  DEVELOPED  AND  EVOLVED?

We have created two components to our reopening plan that have focused on

ISBE/IDPH safety guidance and implementation. After receiving the reopening

guidance, we spent a few days interpreting the information and then sharing it with

our Transition committee for their feedback.  The Transition committee is made up

of teachers, parents, a BoE representative, and administrators.  Since then, we have

converted the guidelines to a framework and requested feedback from teachers,

parents, BoE members, and administrators.  We thank you for the overwhelming

number of responses!  The next step is to bring teachers together in small groups

(i.e. music, elementary, special education, etc.) to establish more detailed protocols

and procedures.

Q :  WHAT  IF  THE  SCHOOL  NEEDS  TO  SWITCH  FROM  IN-PERSON  TO

REMOTE  BECAUSE  OF  HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  ISSUES?

IN-PERSON: The in-person classroom teacher will continue to work with their

students following the parallel remote learning guidelines.

PARALLEL REMOTE: The student’s parallel remote teacher will continue to work

with the students.  Please note that parallel remote learning teachers are D181 staff

members, who will be working with students from throughout the district.

Q :  TO  KEEP  COHORTS  TIGHT ,  EXPOSURE  LIMITED ,  AND  TO  ASSIST  WITH

CONTACT  TRACING ,  WILL  STUDENTS  BE  ASSIGNED  A  SEAT  FOR  LUNCH?

Yes, students will be assigned a specific area (of 50 or less students) and will also

have an assigned seat so that we can minimize students’ contact with those outside

of their assigned courses.



PARENT SURVEY RESULTS
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79.9% In-person

2% Parallel remote - Medical condition

17.4% Parallel remote - No medical condition.

.4% Not attending

48.8% I plan to have my child eat at school

22.4% I plan to have my child eat at home

28.8% N/A

12.7% Yes, I intend to use bus transportation

14.9% No, I do not intend to use bus transportation

72.4% N/A

We received over 3,400 responses to the parent survey.  We have listed the

percentages below:

Student Attendance: At this time, which option do you prefer for the start of the

2020-21 school year?

Lunch (Grades 1-5 Only): Knowing that State guidelines will be followed during the

lunch period, what do you anticipate will be your preference for this year? 

Bus Transportation: Do you plan to use District 181 transportation? 



TEACHER & STAFF SURVEY DATA
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TEACHER  DATA  (HCHTA)

67% I am able to provide in-person instruction

18.6% I am interested in remote teaching options but I do not have a

documented medical condition

8.4% I may be able to provide in-person instruction but I have a document

medical condition and will work with HR 

6% I am unable to provide in-person instruction due to a documented health

condition and will work with HR

After reviewing the reopening plan, where do you stand in terms of returning to

work?

STAFF  DATA  (HESS)

77% I am able to return to work in-person or provide in-person instruction

11% I may be able to return in-person but I have a documented medical

condition and need to work with Human Resources regarding

accommodations.

11% I am interested in working remotely but I do not have a documented

medical condition.

1% I am unable to provide in-person instruction due to a documented health

condition and will work with Human Resources.

After reviewing the reopening plan, where do you stand in terms of returning to

work?


