
                                                                             READING: LITERATURE AND INFORMATIONAL
READING: LITERATURE
Focus: Students will examine and utilize texual evidence, reflection, and argumentation to show critical thinking as readers, writers, speakers, and listeners using a variety of media 
sources.
Key Ideas and Details District/CCSS Standard Pacing Key Vocabulary

8.EL.1 Understanding: Identify and analyze the elements of a story using text evidence to support analysis. 
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.1.1
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. RL.8.1

8.EL.1.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
the characters RL.8.2

Theme, Story 
Elements

8.EL.1.3 Provide an objective summary of the text. RL.8.2

8.EL.1.4
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or 
provoke a decision. RL.8.3

8.EL.1.5 Analyze and apply indirect and direct characterization strategies to reveal aspects of character complexity and motivation            District
District 

Standard 

Indirect and 
Direct 
Characterizatio
n

Craft and Structure:
8.EL.2 Understanding: Dissect and analyze word choice, structure, and point of view.

Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.2.1

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.4

Mood, Tone, 
Analogies, 
Allusions
Figurative, 
Connotation, 
Denotation

8.EL.2.2
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its 
meaning and style. RL.8..5

8.EL.2.3
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of 
dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. RL.8..6 Irony, Humor

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
8.EL.3 Understanding: Compare and contrast varying genres of the same story and evaluate effectiveness. Genre 

Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.3.1 
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, 
evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. RL.8.7

8.EL.3.2 RL.8.9 Theme 
Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity:

8.EL.4
Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.4.1 RL8.10

READING: 
INFORMATIONA
L
Key Ideas and 
Details: 

8.EL.5 Understanding:  Determining central ideas and incorporating textual evidence to analyze informational text. 
Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.5.1 RI.8.1 Inference 

8.EL.5.2 RI.8.2



8.EL.5.3 RI.8.3

Craft and Structure: 
8.EL.6 Understanding: Dissect and anlayze word choice, context, mood/tone, and text structure.

Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.6.1 RI.8.4

Mood, tone, 
allusion, 
analogies 

8.EL.6.2 RI.8.5

8.EL.6.3 RI.8.6 point of view 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
8.EL.7 Understanding: Analyze multiple sources to build knowledge on a topic/issue. 

Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.7.1 RI.8.7

8.EL.7.2 RI.8.8

8.EL.7.3 RI.8.9

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
Students who 
demonstrate 
understanding will be 
able to:

8.EL.8.1 RI.8.10

                                                                                             
WRITING WRITING
Writing 
Understandings:
Focus: Students will 
WRITING INSTRUCTION- Text Types and Purposes Argumentative 

8.EL.9
Understanding: Utilize the writing process in order to produce an argumentative piece with clear reasons and evidence.                                      
W.8.1 W.8.1
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.9.1 Design an introductory statement outlining a stance on claim, a preview of reasons, and a call to action.           District Standard Thesis 

8.EL. 9.3
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. W.8.1a

8.EL. 9.2
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. W.8.1b

Claim, Evidence, 
Reason

8.EL.9.3 W.8.1c Counterclaim 
8.EL.9.4 W.8.1d 
8.EL.9.5 W.8.1e

WRITING INSTRUCTION- Text Types and Purposes Informative/Explanatory
Focus: 

8.EL.10
Understanding: Utilize the writing process in order to produce an informative piece with relevant text structure and 
formatting. 

8.EL.10.1
Write informative/exlanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. W.8.2A

8.EL.10.2 Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, defintions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. W.8.2B
8.EL.10.3 Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. W.8.2C Text Structure

8.EL.10.4
Apply the most relevant text structure to match the purpose for writing (i.e. definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect) District Text Features 



8.EL.10.5 Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, defintions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.                District
8.EL.10.6 W.8.2D
8.EL.10.7 W.8.2E
8.EL.10.8 W.8.2F 

WRITING INSTRUCTION- Text Types and Purposes Narrative
Focus: 

8.EL.11
Understanding: Utilize the writing process in order to produce a narrative piece that is descriptive, flows through time, 
and uses narrative techniques to show the writer's voice
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.11.1 W.8.3

8.EL.11.2 W.8.3A Point of View

8.EL.11.3 W.8.3B

Dialogue, 
Pacing, 
Description

8.EL.11.4 W.8.3C 

8.EL.11.5 W.8.3D
8.EL.11.6 W.8.3E

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing: 
Focus: 

8.EL.12 Understanding:  Actively participate in the writing workshop process using various forms of writing and technology.    
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.12.1
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) W.8.4

8.EL.12.2

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions 
should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 8 here.) W.8.5

8.EL.12.3
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. W.8.6

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge:

8.EL.13
Understanding: Conducting research to answer a question, assess credibility, and use several sources without 
plagiarism. 
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.13.1 W.8.7 

8.EL.13.2 W.8.8

Credibility, 
Accuracy, 
Paraphrase, 
Citation (end 
and in-text)

8.EL.13.3 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources
8.EL.13.4 Assess the credibility of each source  District
8.EL.13.5 Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism with guidance and support        District

8.EL.13.6 
Utilize in-text citations to credit quotes and paraphrase data and information and compile a works cited page with multiple, 
credible sources (print and/or digital) in MLA format.    District

8.EL.13.7 W.8.9

8.EL.13.8 W.8.9A

8.EL.13.9 W.8.9B Delineate

Range of Writing 
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.14.1
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. W.8.10

                                                                                              SPEAKING AND LISTENING 



8.EL.15 Understanding: Apply speaking skills in real world scenarios. Understanding:

Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:
Students who demonstrate understanding 
will be able to:

8.EL.15.1 SL.8.1
Collaborative 
Discussions

8.EL.15.2 SL.8.1A

8.EL.15.3 SL.8.1B

8.EL.15.4 SL.8.1C

8.EL.15.5 SL.8.1D 

8.EL.15.6 SL.8.2 Motives/Purpose 

8.EL.15.7 SL.8.3

"Soundness of 
reasoning" 
"Sufficiency of 
Evidence"

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas: 

Understanding: Present information orally and visually in real world situations
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

8.EL.16.1 SL.8.4
8.EL.16.2 SL.8.5

8.EL.16.3
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See 
grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 herefor specific expectations.) SL.8.6

Language: 
Conventions of 
Standard English: 

S.EL.17
Understanding: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:

S.EL.17.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. L.8.1

S.EL.17.2 L.8.1A 

Gerunds, 
Participles, 
Infinitives

S.EL.17.3 L.8.1B
Active Voice, 
Passive Voice 

S.EL.17.4 L.8.1C 

Indicative, 
Interrogative, 
Conditional, 
Subjunctive 
mood

S.EL.17.5 L.8.1D
S.EL.17.6 L.8.2
S.EL.17.7 L.8.2A
S.EL.17.8 L.8.2B
S.EL.17.9 L.8.2C 

Knowledge of 
Language: 

Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:
S.EL.18.1 L.8.3

S.EL.18.2 L.8.3A 

Vocabulary 
Acquistion and 
Use: 

S.EL.19
Understanding: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 
8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
Students who demonstrate understanding will be able to:



S.EL.19.1 L.8.4

S.EL.19.2 L.8.4A
S.EL.19.3 L.8.4B 

S.EL.19.4 L.8.4C

S.EL.19.5 L.8.4D

S.EL.19.6 L.8.5 

Nuance, 
Figurative 
Langauge 

S.EL.19.7 L.8.5B 

S.EL.19.8 L.8.5C 
Connotations, 
Denotations

S.EL.19.9 L.8.6


