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Welcome to Our D181 "Staff Spotlight" Feature Story!

This is the second edition of "Staff Spotlight." We hope you enjoy these opportunities to learn more
about the teachers, administrators, and support staff of District 181! If you have a suggestion for a
staff member to be featured in a future "Staff Spotlight," please contact the Communications Office.

Laura Duffy Earns NED
Elementary P.E. Teacher of
the Year Award from State
Association IAHPERD

Deanne Tomanovich and
Family Honored for Lasting
Impact of Autism-Focused
Service Efforts

mailto:bmcguiggan@d181.org


Prospect School's Laura Duffy has been named
the Elementary Physical Education Teacher of
the Year for the Northeastern District by the
Illinois Association of Health, P.E., Recreation,
and Dance (IAHPERD). The honor is given in
recognition of outstanding instructional
performance.

Walker School's Deanne Tomanovich and her
family were chosen as the recipients of the 2017
Katharine Van Dusen Sylvester Service Award
bestowed by the Board of Trustees for The
Community House. The award was given “for
the lasting impact they have had through
Charlie’s Gift and the annual Autism Walk.”

Laura Duffy: Elementary Physical Education Teacher of the Year,
IAHPERD Northeastern District

Laura Duffy has been named the Elementary Physical Education
Teacher of the Year for the Northeastern District by the Illinois
Association of Health, P.E., Recreation, and Dance (IAHPERD).
The honor is given in recognition of outstanding instructional
performance.

To be selected, teachers must first be nominated by a colleague
or administrator; nominees are then asked to respond to
questions about their teaching style, professional
accomplishments, and how they meet state standards. An awards
committee reviews all nominees' responses and evaluates them
based on a Teacher of the Year Awards rubric.

Duffy joined fellow honorees at a recent awards banquet for the
entire Northeastern District (NED), which includes schools in
DuPage, Cook, Will, and Lake Counties, excluding the city of
Chicago. NED President Mark Foellmer presented Duffy with her

award. "I have had the pleasure of attending workshop sessions given by Laura Duffy and learned so
much that I could offer back at my school,” he said. “I have been lucky enough to spend time sharing
and learning from Laura, and she has been a guiding light on my journey with the Northeastern
District leadership."

Duffy has been a P.E. teacher for 21 years, with the last 16 years in District 181. She worked in
several different schools at the beginning of her D181 career; the last nine years have been
exclusively at Prospect School. “Our entire district has outstanding teachers, and any one of them
could have earned this award,” she notes. “They are all involved in our association, and they are
recognized leaders in the field.” Duffy is an active IAHPERD member and has led several



professional development sessions for various conferences, including at a recent county-wide
Institute Day for P.E. teachers in DuPage County. She presented jointly with her Prospect School
teaching partner Krissy Smiley (pictured below, center, with Duffy). Their session described how math
resources can be incorporated into physical education.

“We run through flash cards while students wait in line. We plan games and challenges that involve
counting, math facts, and estimation, along with walking, running, and P.E. skills. We practice literacy
when writing out and talking about directions for the day’s lesson,” she notes. “I think that effort is
something other teachers really appreciate. We have a team approach of supporting instruction and
modeling what students are working on in other subjects to reinforce their learning. Sometimes, we
are the ones to create their initial exposure to new concepts.”

Duffy notes that the focus on curricular integration is one of the positive shifts she has seen in P.E.
education over the last 20 years, as well as the movement away from drills. “We focus more on long-
term health and wellness, as we talk about concepts like pulse and heart rate, and we focus on
building students’ skills.” She and her Prospect School colleagues also talk more about the benefits of
physical movement throughout a student’s day. “Through neurological research, educators better
understand when kids are more receptive to learning based on brain science,” she says. “We have
also seen the benefits of flexible seating and how to help students become ready to learn through
movement.”

“My goal is for all students to become lifelong movers,” Duffy shares. Prospect School Principal Anne
Kryger said she has seen the positive impact of Duffy’s work in helping students meet that goal. “The
way she and Ms. Smiley connect with students is truly powerful. They are engaging and enthusiastic,
and they are committed to excellence. I am thrilled that Ms. Duffy has been recognized with this
honor.”

Deanne Tomanovich and Family: Recipients of the 2017 Katharine Van
Dusen Sylvester Service Award

Deanne Tomanovich and her family were chosen
as the recipients of the 2017 Katharine Van Dusen
Sylvester Service Award bestowed by the Board
of Trustees for The Community House (Hinsdale,
IL). The award was given “for the lasting impact
they have had through Charlie’s Gift and the
annual Autism Walk.” In the last five years,
Tomanovich, her husband Alex, and their three
sons have raised over $27,000 for the Charlie’s
Gift Center for Autism and Related Disorders.



They also volunteer for the event, and Alex
Tomanovich began working with the planning
committee and co-chaired the Walk in 2013. He
has served annually as an adviser since that time.

Tomanovich says her youngest son Noah, who
has autism, is the reason her family has had such
success in their fundraising and awareness
building efforts. “He is passionate about his
abilities and wanting to help others,” she notes.
“He has an infectious personality, and he brings a
lot of joy to people’s lives.” Noah had the
opportunity to appear on ABC-TV Channel 7 news
to promote the Autism Walk event, and he was

named the Star of the Week on WGN-TV Channel 9 news.

Noah has become a familiar face particularly at Walker School in Clarendon Hills, where Tomanovich
works as a resource teacher, supporting children with special needs in writing, reading, math, and
behavior. She has worked in District 181 for 32 years, with the last 16 years at Walker. “So many of
the staff have donated to our Autism Walk team, and the whole community has really been supportive
of the event and this cause,” she notes. According to the event website, in 2017, the Walker Wildcats
had more than 200 participants and raised over $20,000, earning the second consecutive “Blue
Shoe” award for their success. In total, District 181 schools raised over $43,000. Noah was reported
as the event’s top fundraiser, raising approximately $8,175 in 2017. “He is definitely not afraid of
fundraising,” Tomanovich remarks.

The Tomanovich family was honored with the 2017 Katharine Van Dusen Sylvester Service Award at
a special ceremony in November. “It was a phenomenal event,” she notes. “It was so nice to be
recognized by this community, which has given us such heartwarming acceptance.” Tomanovich says
one of the most moving parts of the program was watching a slideshow played at the banquet which
featured pictures of past Autism Walk events. “I was able to step back and really see how much Noah
has grown.”

“I encourage families to learn as much as they can about the phenomenal services offered through
Charlie’s Gift and other local organizations,” she advises. “There is so much we were not aware of
when we first learned that Noah is on the autism spectrum, even though I work in special education,
and they really helped provide the tools and resources we needed.”

Tomanovich says she plans to retire from District 181 in the next three years, and then she hopes to
work with Charlie’s Gift or another non-profit connected to autism. “People with autism are just like
everyone else. They may think differently, or communicate and express themselves differently, but
they have just as many strengths. Noah has inspired me to share that message and to help others,
the way so many have helped us.” 



Joining Our E-Newsletter: We appreciate the opportunity to connect with you! Do you know
someone who would enjoy this newsletter? Community members can join our mailing list by filling out
our online form. Feedback on this newsletter and D181 communications is welcomed and can be sent
to bmcguiggan@d181.org.

Unsubscribing: At the bottom of each email sent through Constant Contact is a link to Unsubscribe
from future emails.
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