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We thank our Veterans and active duty military personnel for their service, and we
appreciate the attendance of so many Veterans at our school assemblies this week as
we recognized their contributions to our families, our communities, and our country!

Ways We Can Honor Veterans
Say thank you to a Veteran.

Hang a flag in your yard.
Visit the gravesite of a Veteran.
Send a letter or care package to someone currently serving in the military.
Visit a Veteran who is homebound or in a care facility, and listen to their story.
Teach someone what it means to be a Veteran.
Learn about the nation's history.
Look up your ancestry and learn about someone in your family who was a Veteran.
Observe a moment of silence with family and friends.
Read something a Veteran wrote about their experience.
Wear a remembrance poppy.
Volunteer to help a Veteran’s Service Organization.
Shake a Veteran’s hand.

Visit the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs website for many more ideas!

A History of Veterans Day
From the Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
"World War I - known at the time as “The Great War” - officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles
was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France.
However, fighting ceased seven months earlier when an armistice, or temporary cessation of
hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as
the end of “the war to end all wars.” In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as
the first commemoration of Armistice Day…" (Continue Reading)

"In Flanders Fields"
By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
The poem above about the poppy fields
that grow over the graves of deceased
soldiers is often shared as part of
honoring Veterans. The remembrance
poppy has become one of the most
recognized memorial symbols for soldiers
who have died in conflict.

The photo below shows a collection Elm School led for Operation Support Our Troops. The lower

photo is a sample care package that the organization sends to active duty personnel.

Joining Our E-Newsletter: We appreciate the opportunity to connect with you! Do you know
someone who would enjoy this newsletter? Community members can join our mailing list by filling out

our online form. Feedback on this newsletter and D181 communications is welcomed and can be sent
to bmcguiggan@d181.org.
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