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Academic Success Committee Meeting Summary 

June 1, 2017 • 9:00am 
 
Committee Members 

• Chair, Leslie Gray - Board Vice President 
• Meeta Jain Patel, M.D. - Board Member 
• Jennifer Burns - Board President 
• Dr. Don White - Superintendent 
• Kelley Gallt - Assistant Superintendent of Learning (C&I) 
• Dr. Christina Sepiol - Assistant Superintendent of Learning (Pupil Services) 
• Terri Hanrahan - Director of Learning (C&I) 

 
Other members of the community were in attendance, including building administrators, PTO members, 
and parents.  
 
Below are notes specific to each Academic Success Committee agenda item, as indicated on BoardDocs. 
 
Curriculum Presentation 
 
The Department of Learning has collaborated with Subject Specific Teams to develop, articulate, and align 
curriculum for the following content areas: P.E./Health; Fine, Performing, and Applied Arts & Sciences 
(Encore/Exploratory); and Mathematics. The P.E./Health and Fine, Performing, and Applied Arts & Sciences 
curriculum is newly developed. All curricula within these areas will be implemented during the 2017-18 
school year following the validation process. The Subject Specific Teams will also continue to create local 
common assessments to be implemented and validated during the 2017-18 school year. This curricula was 
presented at the June 12, 2017 Board of Education meeting for review and will be presented at the June 
26, 2017 Board of Education meeting for consideration of approval.  
 
The mathematics curriculum is expected to be finalized during the month of June; the mathematics 
curriculum and common assessments will be validated in its entirety in June. Ms. Gallt noted that a viable 
curriculum cannot be provided without the use of common assessments. Common assessments are needed 
so that the same curriculum is taught similarly across the District. The use of common assessments can also 
help diagnose if an issue is curriculum related versus instructional based, and common assessments can 
also help maintain consistent rigor across the District. 
  
Although the District is rolling out multiple new initiatives and curricula in the 2017-18 school year, Ms. 
Gallt shared that she is confident the new initiatives and curricula can be successfully implemented with 
integrity. The Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment Advisory Committee (CIAAC) members agreed it is 
important that all initiatives and curriculum roll-outs continue as planned because the students of the 
District deserve to experience the rich new curriculum.  It was also noted that many subject areas are 
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currently not in compliance with the Illinois Common Core State Standards, and that students are only in 
the District for a relatively short time. 
 
Freshman Survey Results 
 
Ms. Gallt shared that Hinsdale Township High School District 86 provided a survey to all freshman students 
as a means to gather information about student perceptions of their middle school experiences. Students 
responded to a series of questions eliciting information specific to their academic experiences, as well as 
executive functioning skills, social-emotional skills, and general perceptions of their overall experience. 
CHMS Principal Griffin Sonntag and HMS Principal Ruben Peña presented the survey results to the 
committee.  
 
For the survey question “My middle school ___classes prepared me for my current _____ class”, the 
following results were shared: 
 

• Math 
o Overall 3.77 out of 5 
o 66.77% agree/strongly agree 

• Language Arts 
o Overall 4.10 out of 5 
o 80% agree/strongly agree 

• Science 
o Overall 3.45 out of 5 
o 51.62% agree/strongly agree 

• Social Studies: 
o Overall 4.08 out of 5 
o 80.41% agree/strongly agree 

• Encore & World Languages 
o Overall 3.71 out of 5 
o 58.36% agree/strongly agree 

 
Mr. Sonntag and Mr. Peña shared that the results showed variability in student written responses 
depending on the subject areas. Math, language arts, and social studies all self-reported high percentages. 
Science, encores, and world languages showed areas needing growth or improvement; the committee 
noted that there would be new curricula for those subjects in the 2017-18 school year. 
 
The Executive Functioning survey provided data for the following question: “I have learned ___  that has 
been helpful in high school.” 
 

• Tech Use: 
o Overall 4.21 out of 5 
o 81.77% agree/strongly agree 

• Organization 
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o Overall 3.68 out of 5 
o 61.18% agree/strongly agree 

• Monitor Progress 
o Overall 4.19 out of 5 
o 82.80% agree/strongly agree 

• Time Management 
o Overall 3.92 out of 5 
o 73.20% agree/strongly agree 

• Planning 
o Overall 3.76 out of 5 
o 64.41% agree/strongly agree 

 
Mr. Sonntag and Mr. Peña shared that the students stated they would like more overt teaching of executive 
functioning skills (i.e. note taking, annotating skills, study skills, time management). 
 
The social and emotional component of the survey provided data for the following question: “I have 
learned about ___ which has helped me in high school.” 
 

• Communication Skills: 
o Overall 3.74 out of 5 
o 59.83% agree/strongly agree 

• Feeling Recognition: 
o 3.99 out of 5 
o 75.07% agree/strongly agree 

• Social Problem Resolution: 
o 3.87 out of 5 
o 67.76% agree/strongly agree 

• Stress Management 
o 3.53 out of 5 
o 56.34% agree/strongly agree 

 
Mr. Sonntag and Mr. Peña shared that overall, there was very positive feedback. An opportunity for growth 
would be to help students better manage stress with the amount of homework, projects, and tests they 
receive. 
 
For the survey question “I believe I would have been prepared for high school if my middle school had 
taught me ____,” the students shared they may have been more successful in high school if they had 
received a more interactive learning experience in middle school, higher expectations in middle school with 
an increased homework load, and more independent work. 
 
Hinsdale Middle School science teacher Kelly Sledz noted she was disappointed with the survey results as 
they related to science. She noted that the concerns highlighted in the survey with respect to the middle 
school science curriculum were a common theme amongst all of the feeder schools’ survey results. Ms. 



	 	

Community Consolidated School District 181 
115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	

Sledz also commented that the science classes offered at the middle school are not leveled by ability. Ms. 
Sledz noted that she was not sure if leveled science courses were the answer, nor was she necessarily an 
advocate for this type of program. She shared that the new science curriculum and science textbooks that 
will be in place for the 2017-18 school year may help address some of the problems highlighted in the 
survey. 
 
A community member shared information on her experience with the honors biology class that is currently 
being offered at Hinsdale Central. She noted how difficult the class is, and that in her experience, it 
provided an inappropriate level of rigor. The committee members discussed that it may not be 
developmentally appropriate to alter the middle school science curriculum to meet the rigor requirements 
of Hinsdale Central’s honors biology class.  
 
Spring Student Growth Report and Presentation 
 
Ms. Gallt shared that the MAP test was administered to students in Grades 2-8. Most students in Grades 2-
5 participate in the Grades 2-5 MAP test, with some students participating in MAP 6+ (based on the 
student’s math placement and/or previous ELA RIT score). Students in Grades 6-8 participate in the MAP 
6+. She indicated that this is the District’s first year taking only the Fall MAP and Spring MAP assessment, 
as the winter assessment was eliminated for the 2017-18 school year. 
 
Ms. Gallt led the discussion regarding results of the Spring MAP assessments, including both the NWEA 
reports and ECRA data reports. She noted that the ECRA data reports measured growth data from spring 
to spring, whereas the NWEA reports measured growth data from fall to spring. She shared that during the 
May 31, 2017 CIAAC meeting, the committee members participated in an in-depth analysis of the data. 
 
Math Subject Team member Jillian Mackey said that in studying the data, the group noted that overall 
math RIT scores increased, and that there is evidence of growth. However, at the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
level, the math scores did not increase at the same rate as in prior years. Ms. Mackey shared that this may 
have occurred because of the difference in the use of a math spiraling curriculum vs. a math mastering 
curriculum.  She explained that there is a need for repetition and the embedding of retention (mastery) into 
the curriculum. She noted that the District would make this shift in the curriculum for the 2017-18 school 
year. Ms. Gallt noted that when spiraling/mastery is added to the curriculum, it demands more time. She 
noted that finding more time for math continues to be a struggle. 
 
Ms. Gallt then discussed the ECRA data report. She commented that there is a need to engage 8th grade 
students and to encourage them to do their best on the spring MAP assessment. Other districts are not 
seeing the same loss of engagement in 8th grade students on the spring MAP assessment. The committee 
also discussed the philosophy of teaching to the MAP test vs. teaching the curriculum. Ms. Gallt 
commented that there are standards that will not be taught if the students are taught to the MAP test 
exclusively. Rather, staff need to teach the curriculum and then differentiate based on assessment results.  
 
The MAP Growth Reports were presented for discussion at the June 12 Board of Education meeting. 
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MAP for Primary Grades Recommendation 
 
District 181 does not currently have access to a nationally normed assessment to identify the mathematics 
skill set of its kindergarten and first grade students. While mathematics local common assessments have 
been developed and administered to students in all grades during the 2016-17 school year, the 
assessments are not nationally normed. Additionally, District 181 currently uses the AIMSweb (universal 
screener) to measure and monitor student reading readiness, and the Fountas & Pinnell (F&P) diagnostic 
assessment to measure independent student reading abilities. The F&P assessment is not nationally 
normed to comprehensively measure a student’s reading comprehension. It is critical for District 181 to 
continue to understand student mathematical and reading needs, achievement and growth data, as well as 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment needs. MAP for Primary Grades (MPG) is capable of providing this 
type of data for each participating student.  
 
Prior to recommending full implementation of this assessment, three schools (Madison, Monroe, and The 
Lane) participated in a pilot. Each building’s kindergarten staff administered the MPG to all kindergarten 
students. In order to make a recommendation regarding the use of this assessment, the Department of 
Learning scheduled a meeting for those participating staff members to discuss their thoughts and 
recommendations related to the implementation of this assessment. It is important to note that the 
Department of Learning, along with all first grade teachers present during the MAP for Primary Grades 
assessment pilot meeting held on May 26, 2017, supported the implementation of MPG next year. The 
kindergarten staff in attendance and/or represented during this meeting were not united in their decision 
to implement MPG for the 2017-18 school year. There were mixed recommendations on the use of MPG; 
however, based on the need for a comprehensive assessment at the primary level that feeds into the MAP 
2-5 assessment, the Department of Learning strongly encourages and recommends the use of MPG during 
the 2017-18 school year. The Department of Learning intends on making this recommendation to the full 
Board of Education in June. 
 
Assessment Calendar 
 
Ms. Gallt shared a draft of the 2017-18 Assessment Calendar. There are several assessments that are 
recurring in order to determine the successful growth of students over the course of a school year. 
 
Currently District 181 employs the use of the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) assessments: MAP 6+, 
MAP 2-5, and MAP for Primary Grades (pilot). These assessments are diagnostic tools designed to assess 
students’ strengths and weaknesses in reading and mathematics at a minimum twice yearly. District 181 
assessed students twice during the 2016-17 school year, with testing windows occurring in the early fall and 
spring. Prior to the 2016- 17 school year, District 181 had instituted MAP testing three times yearly.  
 
There are several significant changes being recommended for the 2017/2018 assessment calendar: 
 

• Maintain the Grade 8 Fall/Spring testing window for MAP due to the need for the fall assessment 
data to be used as a means to support high school placement decisions. 



	 	

Community Consolidated School District 181 
115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	

• Shift from a fall/spring MAP testing window to an early winter/late spring MAP testing window for 
grades 1-7. This recommendation is based on information collected through the school 
improvement visits with District 181 school improvement teams, as well as informal conversations 
with various staff members. There is a desire to have an assessment and process to gage whether 
or not students are making expected growth mid year so that staff may make the changes 
necessary for students identified as achieving low or unsatisfactory growth rates. It is imperative for 
staff and administrators to have access to not only enough information, but also consistent 
assessment data in order to make adjustments to more accurately inform classroom instruction and 
ultimately benefit students. During the 2016-17 school year, District 181 employed various 
assessments during the winter term in order to gauge student learning and performance, and also 
to use as a predictor for growth and achievement on the spring MAP assessment. While some of 
the assessments used were more predictive of spring MAP and student growth success, others were 
not. Regardless, District 181 needed to utilize such assessments to predict end of the year 
performance and growth levels for students, even though the original intent of eliminating the 
winter MAP was to avoid an additional assessment. Additionally, the Department of Learning and 
Subject Specific Teams will need the Winter MAP data to compare results with data collected from 
local common assessments for the purpose of determining curriculum needs. 
 

• The Department of Learning is recommending the use of MAP for Primary Grades. Kindergarten 
students will test in the fall, winter and spring in order to obtain accurate baseline data, whereas 
first grade students will test in the winter and spring to align with the testing window for grades 2-7.  

 
• Another universal screener utilized by District 181 is the Cognitive Abilities Test (CoGAT). This test 

is not an achievement or intelligence test, but rather a test to measures abilities in the areas of 
verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and spatial or non-verbal skills. District 181 administers 
the quantitative reasoning and the spatial or non-verbal portions of this assessment. The 
Department of Learning is continuing the recommendation of administering this assessment to all 
Grade 2 students; however, the DOL is making a recommendation to move the assessment to the 
fall trimester due to the amount of testing currently occurring within the District. This assessment 
will continue to be used to help determine students' ability levels in order to help identify students 
who may not have been otherwise identified for advanced and/or accelerated mathematics 
placement. In addition, the Department of Learning is recommending consideration for portions of 
the CoGAT to be administered in Grade 5. This assessment will replace the IAAT. 

 
• District 181 has not previously administered the Practice SAT Suite of Assessments (PSAT), as 

District 86 has provided opportunities for District 181 students to participate in this assessment on 
an identified Saturday. The Department of Learning is recommending that all Grade 8 District 181 
students take the PSAT during the 2017-18 school year.  This test is a predictor as to how our 
students may perform on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), which is typically used as a part of the 
college admissions process and taken during a student’s junior year of high school. The SAT also 
establishes a baseline measurement of students’ college and career readiness, and it can predict 
how students may perform in high school Advanced Placement courses. In order for District 181 to 
ensure that all 8th grade students have access to this test, it is important that the District 
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administers this assessment within the D181 boundaries. This will also allow the Department of 
Learning to have direct access to the scores of all students. 

 
The Department of Learning presented a draft assessment calendar for the 2017/2018 school year to the 
Board of Education on June 12, 2017. 
 
Information Items 
 
Written reports are available on BoardDocs that outline the work that is continuing and/or being prepared 
for the remainder of the 2016-17 school year and the 2017-18 school year in the following areas: (1) 
Department of Learning Progress Report; (2) Middle School Scheduling Update; (3) Bridge Program 
Update; and 4. Digital Learning Update. 
 
 
	


