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Academic Success Committee Meeting Summary 

April 6, 2017 • 9:00am 
 
Committee Members 

• Chair, Leslie Gray - Board Member 
• Jennifer Burns - Board Member 
• Mridu Garg - Board President 
• Kelley Gallt - Assistant Superintendent of Learning (C&I) 
• Dr. Don White - Superintendent 

 
Other members of the community were in attendance, including building administrators, PTO 
members, and parents.  
 
Below are notes specific to each Academic Success Committee agenda item, as indicated on 
BoardDocs. 
 
Placement Criteria Discussion 
Assistant Superintendent of Learning (C&I) Kelley Gallt and Director of Assessment Dr. Carol Larson 
shared the placement criteria for the 2017-18 school year. They noted that the majority of the criteria 
that was used last year would remain intact. However, some refinements were made to increase the 
potential for greater student participation in advanced coursework. Additionally, the Department of 
Learning is working to provide parents with more timely information regarding placement decisions. 
  
Ms. Gallt shared that the District uses MAP RIT scores at the middle school level for placement 
decisions, and MAP percentile scores at the elementary school level for placement decisions. She 
noted that this is because there is a different philosophy for advancement of students at the middle 
school level (more students are ready for advanced coursework at this level because they have 
mastered strong foundational skills). The different philosophy of advancement at the middle school 
level is difficult to capture with a percentile score. Moreover, she noted that RIT MAP scores have 
been used in the past for the 6th grade placement criteria, and the Department of Learning is looking 
to provide greater consistency in the placement criteria from year to year.  
 
Dr. Larson shared the following proposed placement criteria for the 2017-18 school year.  

• Language Arts Enriched (Grade 6 – Fall 2017) 
o MAP – Fall or Spring reading RIT score 224 and above plus Common Writing 

Assessments Score of 3 and above 
o If the MAP score is 222-223, PARCC data will also be used to determine placement – 

PARCC ELA Level 4 or 5 
• Social Studies ACE (Grade 6 – Fall 2017) 



	 	

Community Consolidated School District 181 
115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	

o MAP – Fall or Spring reading RIT score 231 and above plus Common Writing 
Assessments Score of 3.25 and above 

o If the MAP score is 229-230, PARCC data will also be used to determine placement - 
PARC ELA Level 5 

• Advanced Math (Grade 6 – Fall 2017) 
o MAP – Fall or Spring math RIT score 227 and above plus Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test 

score of 150 and above 
o If MAP score is 225-226, PARCC data will also be used to determine placement – 

PARCC Math Level 4 or 5 
• Accelerated Math (Grade 6 – Fall 2017) 

o MAP – Fall or Spring math RIT score 240 and above plus Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test 
Score of 160 and above 

o If MAP score is 238-239, PARCC data will also be used to determine placement - PARC 
Math Level 5 

• Advanced Math (Grades 3-5 – Fall 2017) 
o MAP – 80th percentile or greater on both fall and spring math assessments plus 

classroom performance assessment average of 85% or greater 
o If one MAP score is between the 77th – 79th percentiles, CogAt or PARCC data will also 

be used to determine placement 
o CogAt (Grade 3) Stanine 8 or 9 on nonverbal and quantitative composite 
o PARCC (Grades 4-5) Math Level 4 or 5 

• Accelerated Math (Grades 3-5 – Fall 2017) 
o MAP – 99th percentile on both fall and spring math assessments plus classroom 

performance assessment average of 90% or greater 
o If one MAP score is between the 96th -98th percentiles, CogAT or PARCC data will also 

be used to determine placement 
o CogAt (Grade 3) Stanine 9 on nonverbal and quantitative composite  
o PARCC (Grades 4-5) Math Level 5 

 
 
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 	

Community Consolidated School District 181 
115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4900  • fax: 630.887.1079 •  www.d181.org   •    Twitter: @CCSD181	

 
DRAFT General Criteria for Grades 3-5 Mathematics Bridge Program 
 

 MAP 1  MAP 2  Classroom 
Assessment  

CogAt/PARCC  

Advanced  75th-78th 
percentile  

80th 
percentile or 
greater  

85% or greater  N/A  

Accelerated  95th 
percentile  

99th 
percentile  90% or greater  N/A  

Advanced  
77th-79th 
percentile  

77th-79th 
percentile  85% or greater  N/A  

Accelerated  96th-98th 
percentile  

96th-98th 
percentile  90% or greater  N/A  

Advanced  
80th 
percentile or 
greater  

80th 
percentile or 
greater  

80%-84%  N/A  

Advanced  
77th-79th 
percentile  

80th 
percentile or 
greater  

85% or greater  
Does not meet PARCC 
or CogAt criteria  

Accelerated  96th-98th 
percentile  

99th 
percentile  

90% or greater  Does not meet PARCC 
or CogAt criteria  

 
 
Students who do not meet placement or bridge program requirements may engage in the appeal 
process.  
 
Dr. Larson and CHMS teacher Jillian Mackey shared that anecdotally, staff have indicated that the 
2016-17 school year has provided the best placement of students to date. The committee determined 
that the best course of action is to continue with the 2017-18 placement criteria as presented. 
 
Math Trajectory 
Ms. Gallt shared that the Department of Learning has worked with the middle school staff as well as 
with District 86 to create a mathematics trajectory that is applicable for grades K-12, and which 
projects-out the high school level course offerings that will be available to students in each trajectory. 
She thanked staff member Ms. Jillian Mackey for her hard work on the D181 math course offerings for 
2017-18. Ms. Mackey reviewed the draft math trajectory document with the committee and noted that 
the form will be updated yearly and/or as necessary based on the needs of District 181 and District 86 
students. 
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Ms. Mackey noted that the first page of the trajectory is the elementary level. Each grade level shows 
the standards and resources that are being taught at that level. She included the two bridge programs 
that will be available to students. She clarified that at the elementary level they refer to students as 
“accelerated,” but in middle school they are referred to as “outliers.” She also clarified that 
“accelerated” at the middle school is two grade levels above grade level, while “accelerated” at the 
elementary school is three grade levels above grade level. 
 
Ms. Mackey noted that there are some exceptionally talented math students whose needs would be 
addressed with differentiation in the classroom. She also shared that “accelerated” elementary level 
students in the 3rd grade will complete grades 3-7 math by the time they complete 5th grade. 
“Advanced” students in the 3rd grade will complete the grade 6 standards by the time they complete 
fifth grade. 
  
The committee discussed the possibility of District 181 implementing an integrated math class at the 
middle school. Ms. Gallt noted that the Department of Learning is considering offering the class, but 
most likely it will not be offered until the 2018-19 school year. 
  
Comprehensive School Climate Inventory Results 
Dr. Carol Larson, Director of Assessment and Program Effectiveness, shared that the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE) requires its districts to administer a school climate survey biennially. The 
results of these surveys are included on ISBE’s school report cards and are used to inform D181 school 
improvement plans. One of ISBE’s approved survey tools is the Comprehensive School Climate 
Inventory (CSCI). In December 2016, D181 administered the CSCI for the first time in lieu of the 
5Essentials survey. The CSCI replaced the 5Essentials because its results were expected to provide 
more detailed data and research-supported guidance. 
 
Dr. Larson shared that D181 received two aggregate reports: one for the elementary schools and one 
for the middle school. The dimensions that received positive median scores for all population groups 
on both aggregate reports are as follows: 

• Rules and norms 
• Sense of physical security 
• Support for learning 
• Social and civic learning 
• Respect for diversity 
• Social support-adults 
• Social support-students 
• School connectedness/engagement 
• Physical surroundings 
• Leadership 
• Professional relationships 
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Dr. Larson shared that there are no negative dimensions in either report. The elementary school results 
show that there are only two instances of neutral dimensions: student responses to sense of social-
emotional security and social media. Both of these dimensions focus on the presence of verbal abuse, 
harassment, and exclusion, either in the general school setting (social-emotional security) or when 
students are using social media (social media). 
  
The committee provided the following feedback with regard to the survey: 

• Questions seemed identical, tedious, laborious, not well written 
• There were too many emails reminding parents about the survey 
• Questions for parents asking about staff supporting each other should have been re-worded to 

make sense from a parent perspective 
• Users couldn't stop and come back to finish the survey at another time 
• The content felt too "touchy feely" and not substantive enough 
• The time period (December) was not a good time for parents 
• The survey was not mobile friendly 
• The parent survey should have been more tailored to the grade level of the parent's children 
• Topics were too mature for 4th and 5th graders, or were unclear to them because they are 

issues the students haven't experienced yet (i.e. social media) 
• Students didn't necessarily understand what they were doing or why 
• Too much class time was spent completing the survey 
• There was no "does not apply" option and it was unclear the respondent could skip questions; 

concerns were noted about data validity 
 
Dr. Larson and SELAS consultant Jeanne Osgood noted that the SELAS committee approved the CSCI 
survey. It was also noted that the survey can be customized to meet individual district needs and/or to 
differentiate between questions for elementary and middle school participants, and that it would be 
helpful to take advantage of this opportunity in the future. The administrative team and the social 
workers both thought the tool was useful. They also noted that the principals had been dissatisfied 
with the 5Essentials survey.  
 
2016 Illinois Youth Survey Results 
Dr. Larson and Ms. Jeanne Osgood noted that the Illinois Youth Survey (IYS) is funded by the Illinois 
Department of Human Services and managed by the University of Illinois’s Center for Prevention 
Research and Development. In early 2016, D181 students in Grades 6-8 responded to the survey, 
which is used to collect anonymous data on a variety of indicators, including substance use, 
interpersonal conflicts, school climate, and health.  
  
The results showed that very few D181 students reported using alcohol, tobacco, inhalants, marijuana, 
or other types of drugs. Only two substances were used by 5% or more of the students in the past year 
(i.e. inhalants and alcohol). 
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The survey showed that less than 5% of the students reported selling drugs or attending school while 
drunk or high. The survey results also showed that more than one-third of D181 students reported 
being bullied at least once in the past year. The most common forms of bullying in middle school are 
name calling and cyber-bullying. 
  
Dr. Larson shared that the data from the report will be used to inform school climate and social-
emotional learning goals at the building and District levels. They will also help identify resources and 
programs that help parents and educators.  
 
Dr. Larson noted that the District should get a trend report in May or June to help see how the results 
have changed from year-to-year. Ms. Osgood shared that the yearly results since 2008 are posted on 
the District website. She also commented on the need for professional development on bullying and 
how best to manage it in the classroom. 
  
The committee discussed whether the middle schools have the adequate amount of support given the 
increase in mental health issues being seen at this level. They also discussed the plan for a new 
supported classroom that will be in place at Hinsdale Middle School.  
 
Middle School Scheduling Committee Update 
Ms. Kelley Gallt shared that the Department of Learning has been working with the middle schools to 
create a Middle School Scheduling Committee. The purpose of the committee will be to determine if 
a new middle school schedule is necessary and, if so, to provide proposed changes to the schedule. 
She noted that it is important to gather information to best understand District 181’s current number 
of minutes per subject area and by grade level, as well as the state average related to instructional 
minutes. She shared that at the present time, District 181 is low on the number of math minutes as 
compared to the state average. 
  
Ms. Gallt noted that the Department of Learning has been researching ways to provide more middle 
school students with greater opportunities to take high school level mathematics and world language 
courses within District 181; however, additional time for these courses is necessary in order to provide 
students with similar experiences as they would receive if they took the same course within District 86. 
Currently, District 86 allots 50 minutes per period, whereas District 181 allots fewer minutes per 
period. Additionally, throughout the process of creating and redesigning the Encore/Exploratory 
courses, the Department of Learning has determined that changes to the middle school schedule 
might need to be considered in order to provide students with greater choice and access to the new 
course offerings.  
 
Ms. Gallt noted that the District is currently meeting the needs of students, but stressed the 
importance of the work of this committee. She hoped that the committee would help the District 
prioritize. The Committee discussed the need to engage all stakeholders before making any changes 
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to the middle school schedule. The Committee also agreed that it was important to prioritize 
competing needs when studying the different scheduling options. Finally, it was noted that any 
changes to the middle school schedule could impact core subject areas, and therefore any potential 
changes to the middle school schedule needed to be thoughtfully considered.  
 
Professional Development Plan for Spring/Summer 
Ms. Gallt shared the professional development plan for the remainder of the 2016-17 school year. She 
noted that the Staff Development Team created the plan, which includes curriculum, assessment, and 
Canvas and Skyward training - all expectations of the Strategic Plan. 
 
	


