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Q  What is PARCC?
A  The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 

and Careers (PARCC, pronounced “park”) is a group of 
states and the District of Columbia that worked together 
to develop a common set of computer-based assessments 
for English language arts/Literacy and mathematics. 
The PARCC system aligns college and career readiness 
expectations from kindergarten through Grade 12, 
assessing overall achievement of grade level Common 
Core State Standards. The Assessment goes beyond 
typical measures by having students analyze information 
and explain their answers. The PARCC Assessment also 
takes advantage of technology to include questions and 
other tasks that emulate the type of work students will 
encounter in their classrooms and after high school.

Q Who developed the PARCC Assessments?
A Stakeholders and educators from K-12 and higher 

education institutions across the country helped to 
develop the PARCC Assessments. 

Q Who is taking the 2015-16 PARCC Assessment? 
Can students opt-out?

A Nearly all students in Grades 3-8 will participate in the 
2015-16 PARCC Assessment. Districts are required to 
administer the PARCC exam to all students. Per state 
and federal law, student opt-out is not permitted. A small 
number of students for whom the PARCC would not be 
appropriate due to a specific disability will take the DLM-
AA. Specific information will be provided to applicable 
families regarding that assessment.  

Q How is PARCC administration in 2015-16 different 
from the first year of PARCC administration in 
2014-15?

A In 2015-16, District 181 students will complete the 
assessment during one window (April 6-May 13). In 2014-
15, the assessment was administered in two separate 

In the spring of 2015-16, Illinois students will take the PARCC Assessment in 
English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The assessment was revised for 

the second year of administration. Please explore the FAQs below to learn 
more about how it has changed and what to expect from the test this year,  
or visit the District 181 website: www.d181.org > Learning > Assessment.

What
 The 2015-16 PARCC Assessment

Who
 Nearly all students in Grades 3-8 

When
 April 6 - May 13 / Schools create 
their own testing schedule within this 
window and will avoid overlapping 
with the Spring MAP Assessment

Where
 In the student’s home school,  
using a laptop

Why 
 To assess how well students are 
achieving under the new learning 
standards in English language arts  
and mathematics

Resources
www.d181.org > Learning > Assessment
www.PARCConline.org 
www.UnderstandTheScore.org 
www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/parcc.htm
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sections. Each D181 school will determine its specific testing schedule, and will avoid the Spring MAP 
Assessment testing window that is in a similar time frame. For 2015-16, PARCC developers anticipate there will 
be 2 to 3 fewer test units in all grades. Testing time in all grades is expected to be reduced by approximately 
90 minutes, and the test times will be more uniform by grade level.

Q When will parents, schools, and the District get the 2015-16 results? 
A The school-level and District-level results from the 2014-15 PARCC Assessments (taken in March and May 

2015) were made available to school districts in November 2015, with the release followed by a correction 
period to address potential errors. Individual student data was provided to parents in December 2015. PARCC 
developers anticipate that the 2015-16 will be provided much sooner, likely in the summer of 2016.  

Q What is included in the individual student results?
A We anticipate that the report parents receive for their child’s 2015-16 PARCC Assessment will be similar to the 

report provided for 2014-15. That report included the student’s overall scale score, the degree to which the 
student met expectations, and how well he/she did in comparison to other students who met expectations 
within certain categories. Below is a screenshot of the 2014-15 “Score Graph” which shows the score ranges for 
each performance level and where the child’s score falls within that range. This gives an indication of how close 
the child is to achieving the next level. The gray section also shows how the student is performing compared 
to students in the same grade at the same school, across the school district, around the state, and across the 
states administering the PARCC test. 
 

 
 

Q How are the results used to support student success?
A District 181 teachers and staff continue to collaboratively analyze the 2014-15 data to support instructional 

decisions. Because each assessment reflects a snapshot of student achievement, PARCC is considered within 
the context of a portfolio of student data that includes other assessments, classroom work, and teacher 
observation.

Q As a parent, how can I help my child prepare for the PARCC Assessment?
A As noted on UnderstandTheScore.org: “PARCC tests mirror the work students are doing every day in 

classrooms, so students do not need to ‘cram’ or study for this test. Because test questions reflect what they 
are learning and doing in the classroom every day, the best preparation and practice is through the classwork 
and homework they complete throughout the year. Talking with your student’s teacher can help you determine 
which skills to reinforce at home. If your child would like to become familiar with the structure and format of the 
new tests, a practice test is available online.”  
 
The National PTA provides these additional tips: 
• Discuss the assessments with your child. Make sure he/she is not afraid or anxious. 
• Explain to your child that the assessments may be more challenging. Tell your child you have high 

expectations and that you are there to help every step of the way.
• When results are made available, review them with your child, taking time to discuss areas of strength and 

areas where there is room for improvement. Bring the teacher into the discussion as needed.
• Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and has a healthy breakfast in the morning.
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